Reading

Students are assessed in reading throughout the school year. Groups are structured and restructured as needed to meet the ever-changing abilities in the classroom. The Common Core State Standards for reading are built into our daily lessons. Reading instruction consists of:
1. Reading and response - independent reading silently with personal choice, leveled book boxes
2. Guided reading - small group instruction with students all on same text with teacher
3. Literature study - small heterogeneous groups on certain topics, authors, genres or specific books

4. Take home books – personal choice, leveled readers sent home weekly for practice 
Writing
At the beginning of the year we work on developing a writing community where students begin to see themselves as authors, learn where real authors get their ideas, and develop writing fluency. Students will be introduced to 3 types of writing and the purpose for using each.
1. Opinion pieces - introduce topic or name the book being written about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure
2. Informative/Explanatory texts - name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

3. Narratives - recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.
Inventive spelling is encouraged as often as possible since this reinforces emerging phonetic skills and helps with writing fluency. The use of inventive spelling prevents students from breaking their train of thought to ask for help. It is important they are able to read their own written work and can be more successful as a writer if the spelling does not stop them. Often the spelling will make sense phonetically, yet the words will be spelled wrong. We will not be correcting the spelling on all student work, since a paper full of red marks is discouraging. Frequently papers will be read aloud, shared and commented on in class. The use of a spelling dictionary will be reserved for making corrections when needed and when writing final copies.
Spelling
Spelling is integrated into the English Language Arts Standards for first grade. A word list will be introduced and included each week as part of regular homework assignments. Spelling tests are given on Fridays. Lessons consist of:

1. Conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns

2. Frequently occurring irregular words
3. Spelling untaught words phonetically 
3. Phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

Level 1 words focus on one or more word patterns or phonics skills. In addition, there will be words that do not follow a particular spelling rule. These are high frequency, no excuse words that your child must master and transfer correctly in daily writing. The correct spelling of the words must be retained over time. 
Level 2 words offer a challenge to better spellers. These words come from the Dolch basic sight word list. Students are assigned Level 2 words only if they master the level 1 words on the weekly pre-test. 

Math

The goal of our math program is to produce mathematically powerful thinkers and problem solvers who are confident and comfortable using math in their daily lives. The Common Core Domains covered in first grade are: 
1. Operations & Algebraic Thinking

2. Number & Operations in Base Ten

3. Measurement & Data
4. Geometry
The practices below articulate some of the knowledge and skills expected of students to demonstrate grade-level mathematical proficiency.

1. Make sense and preserve in problem solving
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others

4. Model with mathematics

5. Use appropriate tools strategically

6. Attend to precision

7. Look for and make use of structure

8 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning
Social Studies

Students learn about their responsibilities to others, explore their geographic and economic world and develop an informed awareness of cultural diversity. Through literature, they develop sensitivity toward others. We will present basic history, geography and economic concepts and link them to language arts, math, science and the arts. In first grade we lay the groundwork for the study of history by developing the basic concepts of sequence, cause and effect and the roles of all people in the community. We introduce the concept of civic responsibility in ways that are meaningful to young children such as social interaction at school. We then move from a student’s immediate surroundings of the classroom toward a view of the larger world, including the neighborhood and the surrounding communities in the suburb, city, and countryside. We explore the varied background of American citizens and learn the symbols, icons, and songs that reflect our common heritage. Our goal is to develop literate citizens: individuals with the knowledge, skills and civic values needed to become active and reflective participants in the world.

Science

First grade students learn science best from direct experiences in which they observe, describe, sort, and organize information about objects and organisms. A hands-on approach to science is the most effective way to help children construct a solid foundation of scientific knowledge and principles. The activities we do are motivating and stimulate curiosity. Your child will be investigating, experimenting, gathering data, organizing results and drawing conclusions based on his/her own actions. We are in transition this year and will be easing out of the study of Matter, Weather, and Plants and Animals and moving into the areas of Space Systems: Patterns and Cycles,  Waves: Light and Sound, and Engineering Design.
Health

Students learn to make good decisions about food, exercise, hygiene and personal safety. They learn how to promote positive healthy practices within the family, school and community including positive relationships with peers. They will learn about individual differences in physical, mental, emotional and social development.

